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ment operating by temporal penalties, they could not
fail to anticipate (as Mirabeau's father without such
prompting, was able to do on the eve of the French
Revolution) la culhute generate; an expectation which,
luckily for the credit of their prophetic powers, was
fulfilled; unlike that of the Apostle John, who in the
only intelligible prophecy in the Eevelations, foretold
to the .city of the seven hills a fate like that of
Nineveh and Babylon; which prediction remains to
this hour unaccomplished. Unquestionably the con-
viction which experience in time forced on all but
the very ignorant, that divine punishments were
not to be confidently expected in a temporal form,
contributed much to the downfall of the old religions,
and the general adoption of one which without abso-
lutely excluding providential interferences in this life
for the punishment of guilt or the reward of merit,
removed the principal scene of divine retribution to
a world after death. But rewards and punishments
postponed to that distance of time, and never seen by
the eye, are not calculated, even when infinite and
eternal, to have, on ordinary minds, a very powerful
effect in opposition to strong temptation. Their
remoteness alone is a prodigious deduction from, their
efficacy, on such minds as those which most require
the restraint of punishment. A still greater abate-
ment is their uncertainty, which belongs to them
from the \ery nature of the case: for rewards and